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TOWARDS AN MSU ETHNIC STUDIES SPECIALIZATION 

The College of Social Science and the College of Arts and Letters jointly offer a 

specialization in ethnic studies. The ethnic studies specialization is an intellectually 

coherent course experience that exposes students to conceptual, substantive and 

methodological information about ethnicity. The specialization is designed to: ( 1) 

increase the diversity of curriculum choices to reflect the diversity of the MSU 

student body and larger culture; (2) increase understanding, awareness and 

appreciation of ethnicity; (3) provide knowledge of the wide range of ways of 

thinking about ethnicity and ethnic experiences; (4) promote scholarship in the field 

of ethnicity. 

The ethnic studies specialization is available to all undergraduates at MSU. From 

among a diverse set of courses, students select specific courses to enhance both 

their breadth and depth of knowledge about ethnicity. Specifically, courses should 

include global and international, United States and national, and group-specific 

perspectives on the meaning and significance of ethnicity. In addition, selected 

courses should provide an interdisciplinary and comparative perspective that 

includes historical, literary, and scientific approaches to understanding.-ethnicity. 

The Specialization Coordinator, is a university-wide service giver and faculty 

member who teaches and/or conducts research in ethnic stud!es, assists each 
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perceptions of ethnic and racial difference. We can also find examples in which 

ethnic and racial difference do not lead to tragic violence. It is essential that we 

come to understand those forces which lead to conflict so that we can control or 

eliminate them. It is equally important to come to understand the forces that 

mediate and mitigate conflict so that we can nurture them. Accordingly, the ESS 

will be designed to acquaint students with the issues, forces, and perspectives that 

cluster around race and ethnicity. 

Further, we can conceive of two broad groups: those whose ethnic identity is tied 

to a specific culture, often associated with a particular language and region of 

origin; and those tied to a broader grou13 identified as having experienced the 

diaspora from a larger original homeland. Thus we have Asian and Latin American 

or Caribbean populations who have maintained close cultural and linguistic ties to 

their countries of origin, and we have African American populations for whom race 

forms a primary focus of identification. The two categories of race and ethnicity 

can also overlap, so that specific regional ties might be joined to a raeial 

consciousness as well -- as we can see with most Caribbean populations. 

The specialization should address both aspects of identity signalled above. That is, 

the ethnic or racial group should be studied from the point of view of a particular 

culture within the larger society to which it presently belongs. And the cultural 

and historical origins of the group should be studied so as to provide a background 
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)) competition and conflict) that our very notions of "ethnicity" and "race" are 

socially constructed in the first place. 

The recovery -- and discovery -- of those excluded, marginalized, and "Othered". 

racial-ethnic identities and histories requires an approach that recognizes the 

complexity of human life and that acknowledges the wisdom that in the final 

analysis knowing others is also a way of knowing ourselves. Put another way, 

· through the comparative study of other ethnos {"people") we recover and discover 

ourselves. Therein lies the main intellectual [as opposed to political] justification 

for according to ESS a place in the curriculum -- for incorporating the study of 

diversity within the university. 

In a United States context, and at MSU, an ~thnic studies specialization should 

focus on -- certainly it must not neglect -- the origins, experiences, and destinies of 

the largest and most consequential of those racial-ethnic groups who have borne 

the brunt of exclusion, marginality, and otherness: Native Americans, African 

Americans, Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Asian Americans. While in 

principle ESS can be expanded to incorporate a wide range of specific groups (e.g., 

Arab Americans, white ethnics), those listed above should be considered as a 

minimum set for MSU curriculum development. 
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STRUCTURE 

1 . Th.e undergraduate specialization in Ethnic Studies is jointly administered by 

the Colleges of Arts & Letti: rs and Social Science (AL/SSC). The purpose of 

the specialization is: to increase understanding, awareness, and appreciation 

of ethnicity; to provide knowledge of the wide array of thinking about 

ethnicity and ethnic experience; and to promote analytical and critical 

thinking among undergraduates about the growing body of scholarship on 

issues of ethnicity. This 22-credit specialization is available to any 

undergraduate student who wishes to fulfill its requirements in addition to 

the requirements of the student's major within the 120-credits needed for 

the bachelor's degree a_t MSU. 

2. The requirements of the specialization are intended to ensure that each 

student who completes them has been exposed to international, national, 

and ethnic-group-specific perspectives on the significance of ethnicity. 

Although flexible enough to permit students in a wide array of majors to add 

the specialization to their academic programs in a individually-tailored way, 

there are nevertheless some important features of shared common 

experience. 
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National Diversity and Change: United States .Q! ISS 315 Global 

Diversity and Interdependence Qr IAH 211 A, Area Studies in 

Multicultural Civilizations: Africa (I), or IAH 2118, Area Studies and 

Multicultural Civilizations: Asia (I), or IAH 211 C, Area Studies and 

Multicultural Civilizations: The Americas (D). The Introductory Tutorial 

will provide an opportunity for supplemental discussions; writing 

assignments, and collaborative learning projects. The Tutorials will be 

coordinated by the Coordinator of the Ethnic Studies Specialization. 

(b) In the student's final semester of the specialization, the student 

will enroll in an Ethnic Studies Capstone Tutorial (2-3 crs.) under an 

Independent Study number in the student's college, with a faculty 

member associated with the specialization. The Capstone Tutorials 

may involve individual or group experiences. Collaborative learning 

experiences will be encouraged. The Coordinator will be responsible 

for reviewing and approving all Capstone Tutorial projects. 
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B. Specific Course Requirements 

1 . Students must enroll in one of the following Integrative Studies 

courses (see note A.3 above): ISS 215, Social Differentiation and 

Equality; or ISS 335A, National Diversity and Change: United States; 

or IAH 211 A, Area Studies and Multicultural Civilizations: Africa (I), or 

IAH 2118, Area Studies and Multicultural Civilizations: Asia (I), or IAH 

211 C, Area Studies and Multicultural Civilizations: The Americas (0). 

2. A 1-cr. Introductory Tutorial to be taken in conjunction with the 

course just listed (8.1.). 

4 er. 

1 er. 

3. In sections 8.3 through 8.6, courses must be selected in consultation 

with the coordinator from the following listings in order to. ensure a 

coherent program. 

Foundation Courses in the Study of Ethnicity: The student must 

complete at least one of the following; these courses provide broad 
.... -- . 

general orientation to issues in ethnicity. 
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SOC 161 International Development and Change 

MC 320 Politics, Society & Economy In The Third World 

MC 3248 Regional Politics, Cooperation, & Conflict In The 

Middle East 

OR B: Arts and Letters Emphasis (one of the courses in the approved 

list of Arts and Letters offerings; see section 7 below). 

5. United States Perspectives: The student must complete at least one 

of the following courses: 

Either A: Social Science Emphasis (one of the following): 

CJ 421 Minorities, Crime, and Social Policy 

GEO 418 The Ghetto 

PLS 321 American Constitutional Law 

PSY 442 Stereotypes, Prejudice, and Discrimination 

SOC 1 31 Social Problems 

SOC 330 Social Stratification 

SOC 375 Urban Sociology 

SOC 451 Dynamics of Population 

MC 281 Immigrants, Minorities, & ~merican Pluralism 

MC 372 African American Political Thought 
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7. Approved list of Arts & Letters Courses: 

African American History and Culture: 

ENG 349 African American Literature I 

ENG 350 African American Literature II 

ENG 405 Language Use in the African American Community 

ENG 450 Studies in African American Literature 

ENG 463 Studies in the Literature of Africa and the. African 

Diaspora 

HST 310 African American History to 1876 

HST 311 African American History since 1876 

HST 312 African American Women 

HST 322 History of the American South 

IAH 211 C Modern Black Culture 

IAH 241 D Race, Jazz, and Creativity 

Asian American History and Culture: 

ASN 464 Studies in the Literature of Asia and the Asian 

Diaspora 

ASN 352 Asian American Writing 

ENG 361 Asian Literature in English or in English Translation 

HST 31 9 Asian American History 
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8. The student must complete one additional course, to be selected from 

any one of the lists in sections 3 through 6 of part B. 

9. After consultation with, and on written approval by, the coordinator, a 

student may substitute for courses listed in sections 3 through 6 of 

part 8 other courses that have a preponderance of content on relevant 

areas of ethnicity and race. Special sections of courses being offered 

under a generic number and courses being taught on a restricted time 

frame by visiting professors might be candidates for this special 

provision. A note indicating the specific courses involved and 

justifying the exception should be signed by the coordinator and 

added.to the Dean's Office c~py of the student file. 

10. In the final semester of the specialization (when all other specialization 

requirements have been complete.d), students must enroll in a 2 -3 ·er. 

Capstone Tutorial (using an Independent Study course number in the 

student's college), with a member of the core faculty group 

associated with the Ethnic Studies Specialization. This requirement 

will involve a capstone experience. Although both individual and joint 

(group) initiatives are permitted, it is the intention to encourage 

collaborative learning experiences involving two or more students 
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certify that courses completed may be used towards the relevant degree and 

will notify the Registrar who will annotate the student's transcript showing 

the date of the completion of the specialization. 

. '\ 
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Mehretu 
McGovern 
Norman 
Pigozzi 
Rip 
Schaetzl 
Thomas· 
Whitesell 
Williams 

Integrative Studies in Social Science 

Handrick 
Lee · 

Labor and Industrial Relations 

Gleason 
Kossek 
Montemayor 
Moore 
Roberts 
Wolkinson 

Political Science 

Abramson 
Ahn 
Davis 
Hammond 
Jackson 
Jones 
Liebowitz 
Puhek 
Racioppi 
Riedinger 
Silver 
Stein 
Wagman 
Williams 
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English 

Ainsworth-Vaughn 
Beard 
Dulai 
Gross 
Harrow 
Smitherman 
Stalker 
Wilson 

Religious Studies 

McKinley 

COLLEGE OP ARTS AND LETTERS 

Romance and Classical.Languages 

Compitello 
Fiore 
Gonzalez-Perez 
Locke rt 
Lunn 
Mansour 
Marino 
Melendez 
snow 
Vasquez 
White 

Integrative studies 

Hine 
Newman 
Penn 
Rout 

COLLEGB·OP COMMUNICATION ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Journalism 

Molloy 

COLLEGE OP Ht:JMAN ECOLOGY 

Family and Child Ecology 

Hildebrand 
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AN ETHNIC STUDIES SPECIALIZATION AT MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY: 
CRITERIA FOR COURSE INCLUSION 

I 
PURPOSES AND GOALS 

OF THE ETHNIC STUDIES SPECIALIZATION 

The Michigan State University publication titled "Description of Courses - 1993," 
lists approximately 4800 courses available in 1993 at MSU. Most if not all of these courses 
reflect the richness of human thought and experience-the thought and experience of persons of 
every ethnic background. But clearly only a subset of these courses should be included in a 
specialization in ethnic studies. To determine this subset, it is necessary to first focus on the 
purposes and goals of the MSU Ethnic Studies Specialization (ESS), and then identify specific 
criteria for inclusion of courses in the specialization. 

The purposes and goals of the MSU ESS, as developed by the ESS task force and its 
collaborators, are described in the May 1994 document titled "Towards an MSU Ethnic Srudies 
Specializarion." Because of the importance of purposes and goals to deriving criteria for course 
inclusion in the specialization, key elements in that document are reproduced here, verbatim: 

"... The Ethnic Studies Specialization is an intellectually coherent course 
experience that exposes students to conceptual, substantive and methodological 
i.nformation about ethnicity. The specialization is designed to: (1) increase 
diversity of curriculum choices to reflect the diversity of the MSU student body 
and larger culture; (2) increase understanding, awareness and appreciation of 
ethnicity; (3) provide knowledge of the wide range of ways of thinking about 
ethnicity and ethnic experiences; ( 4) promote scholarship in the field of ethnicity. 

"... Specifically, courses should include global and international, United 
States and national, and group-specific perspectives on the meaning and 
significance of ethnicity. In addition, selected courses should proviqe an 
interdisciplinary and comparative perspective that includes historical, literary, and 
scientific approaches to understanding ethnicity .... 

" 

" ... The ESS will be designed to acquaint students with the issues, forces, 
and perspectives that cluster around race and ethnicity. 

"Further, we can conceive of two broad groups: those whose ethnic 
identity is tied to a specific culture, often associated with a particular language 
and region of origin; and those tied to a broader group identified as having 
experienced the diaspora from a larger original homeland. Thus we have Asian 
and Latin American or Caribbean populations who have maintained close cultural 
and linguistic ties to their countries of origin, and we have African American . 
populations for whom race forms a primary focus of identification. The two 
categories of race and ethnicity can also overlap, so that specific regional ties 
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/ ) . might be joined to a racial consciousness as well -- as we can see with most 

Caribbean populations. 
"The specialization should address both aspects of identity signalled above. 

That is, the ethnic or racial group should be studied from the point of view of a 
particular culture within the larger society to which it presently belongs. A.rid the 
cultural and historical origins of the group should be studied so as to provide a 
background for the group's heritage and identity. The focus could be placed on 
the awakened sense of identity of a specific ethnic group emerging from situation 
of contact with other peoples or from migration; a smaller group of relevant 
courses could provide a broader cultural understanding of the origins of the group. 
Thus, the specialization will permit the study of ethnicity as joined to a homeland, 
as a diaspora experience, as a global as well as a local phenomenon. 

" 
"The purpose of the ESS is to enable the student to address and seek to 

understand and explain, the experiences of racial-ethnic groups who have been 
variously excluded, marginalized, and considered as 'Other.' Thus, ESS 
addresses the nature of identities, ideologies, institutions, and histories that are 
embedded in structures of racial-ethnic inequality -- of relationships of domination 
and subordination, of 'us' stratified from 'them.' . . . . · 

" .... 
"In a United States context, and at MSU, an ethnic studies specialization 

should focus on -- certainly it must not neglect -- the origins, experiences, and 
destinies of the largest and most consequential of those racial-ethnic groups who 
have borne the brunt of exclusion, marginality, and otherness: Native American, 
African Americans, Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Asian Americans. 
While in principle ESS can be expanded to incorporate a wide range of specific 
groups (e.g., Arab Americans, white ethnics), those listed above. should be. 
considered as a minimum set for MSU curriculum development. 

" 
"While ESS should focus on diverse identities, histories, and modes of 

exclusion/inclusion of those groups in the U.S. context, it should venture outside 
of the parochial U.S. setting to examine comparatively the 'ethnic' phenomenon -
- e.g., the ethic origins of 'nations,' the construction of 'otherness' via 'ethnic 
cleansing,' conflict, and the like in national and international contexts around the 
world (for just one example, the ethnic/tribal 'civil' war recently unleashed yet 
again in Rwanda). Note that such more cosmopolitan courses, which simply 
globalize the intellectual inquiry and curiosity about comparative ethnic studies, 
serve the central purpose of the ESS curriculum suggested above -- within its 
quite specific conceptual boundaries." 
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II 
CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION OF COURSES IN THE 

ETHNIC STUDIES SPECIALIZATION 

Having described the purposes and goals of the MSU ESS (I, above), identification 
of specific criteria for inclusion of courses may now proceed through three levels of specificity. 
Level I identifies broad inclusion principles based directly on the broad statements of purposes 
and goals just described. Level II identifies decisions regarding the FOCUS of the specialization. 
These decisions are based in part on explicit statements of purposes and goals of the 
specialization, just described, and in part on inferences drawn from these statements. Such 
inferences are necessary in order to narrow the focus of the specialization. Level III identifies 
more specific decision rules that may be applied to courses that satisfy the inclusion criteria 
descri~d in Levels I and II. 

LEVEL I 
Broad Inclusion Principles 

1. Courses included in the specialization should provide global and 
international, United States and national, and group-specific perspectives 
on the meaning and significance of ethnicity. 

2. Courses included in the specialization should provide an interdisciplinary 
and comparative perspective, including historical, literary, and scientific 
approaches to understanding ethnicity. 

3~ Courses included in the specialization should address ethnif: and/or racial 
identity as tied to a) a specific culture, often associated with a particular 
language and region of origin; b) a diaspora from a larger original 
homeland. 

4. Courses included in the specialization should enable the student to 
understand and explain the experiences of ethnic and/or racial groups who 
have been excluded, margin~ized, and considered as "Other." Thus, 
courses should address the nature of identities, ideologies, institutions, and 
histories that are embedded in structures of ethnic and/or racial inequality. 

5. Courses included in the specialization should focus on the origins, 
experiences, and destinies of the large and consequential ethnic and/or 
racial groups who have borne the brunt of exclusion, marginality, and 
otherness. · 

6. Courses included in the specialization should venture outside the U.S. 
setting to examihe comparatively the ethnic origins of nations, and 
construction of otherness in national and international contexts. 
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LEVEL 2 
Decision Rules Regarding the FOCUS of the ESS 

1. Courses included in the specialization should focus on ethnic and/or racial 
groups that experience the most exclusion, marginality, and otherness in 
contemporary American society. Thus, courses that focus on NATIVE 
AMERICANS, AFRICAN AMERICANS, MEXICAN AMERICANS, 
PUERTO RICANS, or ASIAN AMERICANS should be included. 

2. Courses included in the specialization should focus on OTHER 
DISTINCTIVE MINORITY GROUPS IN CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN SOCIETY, such as Jewish Americans and Arab Americans, 
provided course content is consistent with the broad principles of inclusion 
described in I, above. 

3. Courses included in the specialization should focus on groups that have 
experienced EXCLUSION, MARGINALITY, and OTHERNESS in the 
RECENT OR DISTANT PAST, or that CURRENTLY EXPERIENCE 
SUCH TREATMENT IN OTHER NATIONS, provided course content is 
consistent with the broad principles of inclusion described in I, above. 

4. Courses that focus on foreign nations or cultures should be included in the 
specialization only if they focus also on the ethnic and/or racial 
experiences of citizens of that country. 

5. Courses that focus on gender issues should be included in the 
specialization only if gender is considered in conjuction with ethnic and/or 
racial classification or sources of ethnic and/or racial identity (i.e., gender 
is not an ethnic or racial classification or source of ethnic or racial 
identity). 

6. Courses that focus on issues concerning religion, age, physical or mental 
ability, or economic status should be included in the specialization only if 
such classifications are considered in conjunction with ethnic and/or racial 
classification or sources of ethnic and/or racial identity (i.e., such 
classifications are not ethnic or racial classifications or sources of ethnic 
or racial identity). 
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LEVEL 3 
Decision Rules Re~ardin~ the Inclusion of Specific Courses 

1. A course should be included in the specialization if the COURSE TITLE 
contains one or more of the following PRIMARY KEYWORDS or their 
synonyms: Race/Racial, Ethnic/Ethnicity, Minority, Prejudice, 
Equality /Inequality, Discrimination, Stereotypes, Multiculturalism, 
Diversity, Diaspora, Native Americans, African Americans/Blacks, 
Mexican Americans, Spanish Americans, Latinos, Chicanos, Puerto 
Ricans, Asian Americans, Jewish Americans, Arab Americans; 

AND 
COURSE DESCRIPTION and/or COURSE SYLLABUS indicate that at 
least 503 of the course content is devoted to ethnic and/or racial issues. 

Primary keywords were based on the conceptual framework for the 
specialization, discussed in Levels 1 and 2, aboye. 

2. A course should be included in the specialization if the COURSE TITLE 
contains one or more of the following SECONDARY KEYWORDS or • 
their synonyms: Social groups/relations/conflict/problems/policy 
/power/ change/ movements/ stratification), Poverty, Urban/Metropolitan, 
Ghetto,· Peasants, Displaced Persons/Immigrants/Refugees, 
Culture/ Cultural; 

AND 
COURSE DESCRIPTION and/or COURSE SYLLABUS contains one or 
more of the PRIMARY keywords (or their synonyms) indicated in 1, 
above; 

AND 
COURSE DESCRIPTION and/or COURSE SYLLABUS indicate that at 
least 503 of the course content is devoted to ethnic and/or racial issues. 

Secondary keywords were based on the conceptual framework· for the 
specialization, discussed in Levels 1 and 2, above. 

3. To satisfy the 503 criterion, at least half the course content must focus on 
ethnicity and/or race as discussed in Level 2, above. Thus, course content 
must focus on: (a) ethnic. and racial groups that experience the most 
exclusion, marginality, and otherness in contemporary American society, 
or; (b) other distinctive minority groups in contemporary American 
society, provided that course content is consistent with the broad principles 
of inclusion described in Level I, above, or; (c) groups that have 
experienced exclusion, marginality, and otherness in the recent or distant 
past, or that currently experience such treatment in other nations, provided 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

course content is consistent with the broad principles of inclusion described 
in Level I, above. 

Application of the 503 criterion necessarily involves an element of 
subjectivity. It refers not to the objective number of times that ethnic 
and/or racial content is mentioned, but to an "enlightened" reader's 
interpretation of the content under scrutiny. An enlightened reader is one 
who teaches and/or conducts research in the area of ethnicity and/or race. 

Application of the 503 criterion is designed not to be restrictive, but 
rather to facilitate discussion about which courses should and should not 
be included in th'e specialization, both now and in the future, as the 
specialization evolves. 

Application of the 503 criterion should not be an event occuring once at 
the outset of the specialization. Rather, it should remain a process by 
which a dean, chair, director, professor, or student may propose growth 
and change in the specialization. 

Courses that focus on foreign nations or cultures, or on social 
classifications based on gender, religion, age, physical or mental 
ability, or social or . economic status may be included in the 
specialization only if these classifications are considered in 
conjunction with ethnic and/or racial classifications, or sources of 
ethnic and/or racial identity. 

, 8. Graduate-level courses, Independent Study courses, and Special Topics 
may be included in _the specialization upon request by a faculty member 
or student, provided the course satisfies the criteria described above (i.e., 
presence of KEYWORDS in COURSE TITLE and/or COURSE 
DESCRIPTION or COURSE SYLLABUS; 503 of course content must 
be devoted to ethnic and/or racial issues). 
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III 
SOME ISSUES SURROUNDING CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION OF COURSES 

IN THE 
ETHNIC STUDIES SPECIALIZATION 

Anyone participating in the process of course selection will quickly appreciate that 
arguments for inclusion or exclusion of a course are necessarily arguments about the very 
meaning of ethnicity. A person who sees ethnic identity as the inevitable product of ancestry is 
likely to have views about the specialization that differ from those of a person who sees ethnic 
identity as the product of a lifetime of personal experiences. Similarly, the manner is which one 
approaches and explores racial questions is surely affected by whether one sees race as an 
incidental artifact of biology or as a defining characteristic of one's identity as a person: 

Principled decisions must be made to include some courses in the ethnic studies 
specialization and exclude others. Without such decisions, the resulting specialization would be 
little more than a collection of loosely related courses that lacks intellectual integrity, failing the 
goals of the specialization, discussed earlier. 

Yet the process of inclusion and exclusioq - the continuing process - should itself be an 
oocasion for the university and for persons involved in the selection process to ask important 
questions and, if done with honesty, civility, and courage, to locate some important answers 
about ethnicity and race in the world,· in our country, and on our campus. A specialization ever
ev:olving from such a process will surely be a celebration of ethnicity and race that recognizes 
the barriers that ethnic and racial groups have faced, continue to face, and continue to overcome. 
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